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Coloniality and Decoloniality

Colonization and Decolonization



Colonization and Decolonization

The systemic exploitation of lands and resources and the subsequent process of 
liberation from this system. 

Colonization and decolonization can be seen as time-bounded 
and geographically-defined. 



Coloniality and Decoloniality

The systemic exploitation of lands and resources and the subsequent process of 
liberation from this system. 

Colonization and decolonization can be seen as as on-going conditions. 



Coloniality

Coloniality of power.

Exploitation of the world and its resources by various systems of domination.

Functions and flourishes by creating systems of racialized hierarchies.

Rejection of the knowledge production of colonised peoples and societies.

Coloniality impacts all facets of existence.





Decoloniality

Actively resist the coloniality of power.

Decoloniality is fluid and an ongoing and evolving process.

Pluriverse of systems of knowledge and thought.

Rejection of the knowledge production of colonised peoples and societies.

Coloniality impacts all facets of existence.

A way of imagining, creating world-futures. 



“Decoloniality is against colonial domination, but it’s also for. So, it’s not just 
resistance or a posture of resistance, but it’s for the ongoing creation of ways of 

thinking, of ways of knowing, of ways of sensing, 
being, and living outside coloniality.”

Catherine Walsh
Author, On Decoloniality

*Interview



*Coloured: a person of mixed 
European (“white”) and 

African (“black”) or Asian 
ancestry. Not to be confused 

with the terms used in the 
USA.



ۏَارٗس اوس ھَیس؟ سِى فٖر مَي

ى مَي ۏَار بٖلَي اوس تَیس؟ فٖرَا ھٖلّٖ

اِك فٖنْد دٖتِّي اٖنِّي مَدِینَة نِي

نِي اٖنِّي كآڤِي اوف اٖنِّي جَاۏَا نِي

ى مَاونْد  مَي ھَیس اٖس اٖن اوسّٖ

دَارٗ بٖلَي اِك تَیس

ء ڤٖلكِ فٖرٗ مَي قَلْب

ء طُوفٖلٖح فٖرٗ مَي رُوح

ۏَارٗ اِك وُکالَ حَان 

 ھُوٖر اِك مَي اورَڠ اورَڠ

حٖى ڤٖلكِ، اٖس دٖت مِت مَي  اٖن اِنّٖ

ء ماوند فاول سٖتُوٖرِس

ء ماوند فاول بَارَاکَات

ۏَارٗس اوس ھَیس؟
عزیر ابن ابراھیم

SEE Studio, 2022.



1. As you begin to imagine a decolonial future, what 
does this future-world look like (and feel like) to 
you? 

2. What does an intersectional approach to 
decolonization mean to you?

Place your response in the chat if you can :) 



Thoughts

Create a decolonial world-future.

Come into existence. 

Challenge “norms”.

Play and create with language.***

Give space for a pluriverse of experience and meaning.



“The choice of language and the use of language is 
central to a people's definition of themselves in 

relation to the entire universe.”
Ngũgĩ wa Thiongo, 
Decolonising the Mind



Thank you.


